
 

Composting in District 90 

Food scraps and organic materials (paper napkins, pizza boxes etc.) are 
composted during the lunch hour, in Roosevelt’s restrooms paper towels are 
sorted and there is sorting at most events. All 3 schools participate in the 
River Forest’s Curbside Compost Program with Roy Strom Company. This 
replaces the tumbler method that was formerly used, and allows all food 
scraps to be composted (before no meat or dairy was allowed in the on-site 
tumblers). In addition to food scraps, all organic material can be composted. 
This includes, paper plates, napkins, pizza boxes and wax paper.  

Advantages of the Curbside program are many. The carts are picked up 
weekly on Fridays by Roy Strom Company and replaced with clean carts. This 
service also allows us to divert more materials and there is no more turning 
and having to dump the on-site tumblers. During the 2015-2016 school year 
15,160 pounds of organic material was diverted from the landfill by the 
schools   

Compost Procedures 

During the lunch hour and at events when the sorting stations are available, 
students and staff are asked to sort their materials by Landfill, Organics, and 
Recycling. If students choose not to sort their waste, we ask that they throw it in 
the landfill container so as not to contaminate the compost or recyclables. 

Why Compost? 

When buried in a landfill, organic materials do not break down as they would in 
nature or in a compost pile. They decompose anaerobically, without oxygen, and in 
the process become the number one source of human-caused methane released 
into the atmosphere. The end product of food and organic waste is compost. 
Compost adds beneficial nutrients to the soil, helps retain water, and fertilizes 
lawns and gardens without using chemicals. By composting, you are also extending 
the life Illinois’ landfills and saving on emissions, since the composting facility is 60 
miles closer round trip than the landfill. 
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