
 

 

 

 

 

 

D90 COVID-19 Community Advisory Panel Meeting 
Minutes  

September 10, 2020 
 

 

Welcome and introductions 

Dr. Condon opened the meeting at 4:05 p.m. via the Zoom conference platform. He introduced the 

COVID-19 Community Advisory Panel process so that everyone can share a basic understanding of the 

approach that will be used to meet the Panel's objective. He reviewed the meeting's agenda and asked 

that each individual introduce themselves to the group. 

 

Virtual meeting "norms" 

Dr. Alison Hawley, Director of Curriculum and Instruction, reviewed the meeting norms for the Advisory 

Panel. The Panel members approved the norms with the addition of an extra one that was suggested by 

a member. The proposed norm would leave the names off of any suggestion that would be publicly 

reported. Any upcoming recommendation would be attributed only to the full Advisory Panel. 

 

Role/scope of the Advisory Panel 

Dr. Condon reviewed the role and scope of the work to be done by the Advisory Panel. The primary 

function of the Panel members will be to identify the specific issues that must be addressed in order to 

return to in-school instruction. The Advisory Panel will be tasked with answering the critical question: 

"What elements are needed for District 90 to return students to in-school instruction in a safe manner?"  

 

Dr. Condon also explained that the Advisory Panel would not determine when the District returns to in-

class instruction, nor will the members develop plans to implement the Advisory Panel's 

recommendations. He also shared that some issues and metrics are not under the Advisory Panel's 

control, such as public health metrics. Dr. Condon shared the Safety and Operations Action Team's 

(SOAT) recommendations. While the SOAT recommendations were developed before the full-remote 

learning period began, they may be useful for going forward.  

 

Overview of "Return to School" documents 

Dr. Hawley reviewed the Return to School documents that were created by the District with guidance 

from the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), and Cook 

County Public Health Department. She explained that the Comprehensive Transition Plan (CTP) was 



 

 

started in May 2020 with mid-term and long-term goals. The CTP provided District guidance for e-

learning, which was conducted in the spring. Dr. Hawley also shared some key information from the ISBE 

Fall Learning Recommendations, ISBE academic guidelines, and the D90 Remote Learning Handbook 

Supplement. 

 

Review of ISBE, IDPH, and Cook County Health Department guidance 

Dr. Condon shared that most of the guidance in dealing with the remote learning situation initially came 

from ISBE. In this way, the guidance on various matters would be consistent with the educational issues 

that school districts would have to address. Also, there was a lack of consistency in the direction 

provided by the IDPH and CCHD. The inconsistency in guidance has changed with CCHD becoming more 

responsive to school districts with clear and detailed advice. The IDPH has released the document, 

Adaptive Pause and Metrics, which has been very helpful to school districts as they move forward. 

 

D90 Safety and Operations Team recommendations 

Anthony Cozzi, Director of Finance and Facilities, explained how the Safety and Operations Action Team 

(SOAT) was formed and provided a brief overview of its recommendations with updates on what has 

already been completed. For instance, items from the SOAT recommendation that have been completed 

include plexiglass shields on the office counters of each school, multiple hand sanitizer dispensers in 

each school, and removal of extraneous classroom furniture. 

 

Group break-out: Identification of "Focus Areas" 

Dr. Condon assigned Advisory Panel members to break out rooms on the Zoom platform to brainstorm 

the identification of focus areas for the Panel. The identified focus areas will encapsulate the various 

issues that need to be addressed and refined in order to return to in-school instruction. Dr. Condon 

explained that examples of these focus areas could include facilities, data metrics, safety procedures, 

and other relevant “buckets.”  

 

Reporting out 

Following the break out session, each small group reported to the larger group the issues that were 

discussed. These topics included contact tracing, communications, implementation of “return to school” 

protocols, and adherence with stated public health agency guidance. Dr. Hawley will consolidate the 

many topics described by the members and will send a brief survey for members to select the focus 

areas in which they would like to work. Additional information about these focus areas will be provided 

after the next meeting scheduled for September 14.  

 

Open comments 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 14, via the conference Zoom platform.  

 


