
TO:   District 90 Parents & Community 
 
FROM:   Mr. James Weiss, District 90 Board President   
 Dr. Edward Condon, Superintendent 
 
RE:   April COW Meeting Highlights 
 
DATE:   April 4, 2012 
 
 
The Committee of the Whole meeting was held on Tuesday, April 3, 2012, in Roosevelt’s 
library learning center at 7:00 p.m. Below is a summary of the meeting. 
 
I. Call Meeting to Order/Roll Call 

Juli Geldner was absent. 
 
II. Recognize Visitors and Invite Comments from the Public 

None. 
 
III. Approval of Agenda 

Approved as presented. 
 
IV. Education Committee, David Latham, Chair 
  7:05 – 8:00 p.m.  
 Curriculum Updates—Teacher Presentations  Science: Tim Strains  
            David Budimir 
        Writing: Pam Moriarty 
           Laurie Hendrickson 
 

Willard fourth grade teacher Tim Strains and Roosevelt sixth grade science 
teacher David Budimir presented an overview of the elementary and middle 
school science curricula. The overarching objective of the District’s science 
program is to develop excellent problem-solving skills. The emphasis is on 
inquiry-based lessons that ask students to make observations, consider evidence, 
and generate predictions. Units involve many hands-on experiments and typically 
conclude with a project or experiment that requires students to apply what they’ve 
learned. For instance, at the end of a recent land and water unit, fourth graders 
were given a kit of materials and asked to solve an engineering problem: create a 
model with a dam, levee, and aqueduct that would protect two towns from 
flooding while supplying them with water. At the middle school level, students do 
a great deal of hands-on lab work, which allows for flexible grouping that pushes 
all students to work to their potential. Again, lessons emphasize writing and make 
connections to other subjects. Feedback from the high school is that our students 
are impressively well prepared for its science courses. 
 
Lincoln second grade teacher Pam Moriarty and sixth grade language arts teacher 
Laurie Hendrickson gave an overview of the District’s writing program, which 
uses the writer’s workshop approach. Children are encouraged to see themselves 
as writers from the time they begin school, with everything they write having 



value. At the elementary level, writing is taught in a variety of ways, through 
large-group instruction, working in partners or small groups, working by oneself, 
or working directly with the teacher. What students write is largely student-
driven, with children encouraged to find ideas for subject matter, genres, writing 
styles, etc., from “mentor texts,” i.e., the wide variety of books, found in 
classroom. In the sixth grade, one of the guiding principles is that if we want 
children to write wondrous words, they must read wondrous words. They read and 
analyze mentor texts in various genres, before creating their own examples; our 
students are producing writing that is rich and thoughtful and makes connections 
among various subjects. The middle school English department believes it is 
ahead of the curve in implementing the Common Core, with rubrics that are 
aligned horizontally and vertically across and between grade levels. 

 
  8:00 – 8:15 p.m. Topic: 
 iPad Initiative Q & A     Kevin Martin, Ed Condon  
 

District Technology Director Kevin Martin shared the results of a February 
teacher and student survey on the iPads. 94% of students use their iPads in school 
every day. Students say the iPads haven’t had much influence on whether they 
turn their homework in on time or feel successful in school, but 78% like using 
the iPads, most frequently for typing papers, writing notes, studying, and doing 
research. 80% of teachers say they are interested in using iPads in their 
classrooms, up from 67% compared to November. A significantly increased 
number of teachers also say the iPads have improved student-teacher 
communication as well as differentiation. 
 
After some discussion, Board consensus supported transitioning the current eighth 
grade iPad pilot initiative to regular program status for grades seven and eight, 
beginning next year. In about a year the Board likely will examine whether rolling 
the program down to fifth and sixth grades makes sense and what it might look 
like for younger students. The Board also requested some projection information 
about the expenses that must be budgeted to fund the iPad program. 
 

 Next Meeting: 
  STEM in District 90 
  Summer Professional Development and Activities 
 
V.  Public Comments 

Kinyata Swope addressed the Board about the iPad initiative. 
 
VII. Adjournment 
 
The next normally scheduled meeting of the Board of Education will be a Business 
meeting on Monday, April 16, 2012, at 7:30 p.m. in the Roosevelt LLC. As always, all 
are welcome and invited to attend. 


