
TO:   District 90 Parents & Community 
 
FROM:   Mr. James Weiss, District 90 Board President   
 Dr. Edward Condon, Superintendent 
 
RE:   January Tri-Board Meeting Highlights 
 
DATE:   January 11, 2012 
 
 
On Monday, January 10, 2012, the District 90, 97, and 200 Boards of Education held a 
special joint meeting, hosted by District 90 in the Roosevelt Middle School Multipurpose 
Room at 7:00 p.m. Below is a summary of the meeting. 
 
I. Boards’ Roll Call 

From District 90, Juli Geldner was absent. 
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Welcome and Introductions 

Dr. Steven Isoye, Superintendent of Oak Park and River Forest High School 
District 200, welcomed Board members and guests and asked all Board members 
to introduce themselves.  

 
IV.  Technology 

Dr. Condon introduced the topic of technology and the evening’s speakers on the 
subject: Kevin Martin, District 90 Director of Technology; Cao Mac, District 97 
Technology Administrator; and Michael Carioscio, District 200 Chief Information 
Officer. 
 
The technology directors reviewed the infrastructure and classroom technology 
initiatives at each district, as well as areas that they had identified for discussion, 
collaboration, and alignment among the districts. These included creating a 
coherent technology experience for students across the districts, as well as  
aligning technology practices to prepare students and families for the transition to 
high school. Collaborating on equipment and service purchases and sharing 
resources is another area to explore. 
 
Throughout the presentation, Board members used provided iPods to answer 
several survey questions, including the best way to get technology in the hands of 
the students (most popular answer: “have the district provide it/absorb the cost”), 
when to give students district-supplied email (50% said “before middle school”), 
whether the district should allow access to social media (pretty evenly split among 
“yes,” “yes but at the teacher’s discretion,” and “no”), and what amount does your 
district spend on technology (majority said “just enough”). 

 
V.  Communications and Public Relations 

Dr. Al Roberts, Superintendent of Oak Park Elementary Schools District 97, 
introduced the topic and the evening’s speakers: Karin Sullivan, District 90 



Communications and Community Outreach Coordinator; Chris Jasculca, District 
97 Director of Policy, Planning, and Communications; and Kay Foran, District 
200 Communications and Community Relations Coordinator. 
 
The communications staff members shared the results of a communications 
survey conducted with the 21 Board members in mid-December. Board members 
identified what they feel are the most important communications tools (website, 
Family Access/Gradebook/PowerSchool, school events, electronic newsletters, 
local media coverage) and the most important indicators that the community has 
been effectively engaged with the district (voting on referenda/board elections, 
attendance at school events, volunteerism at schools, community/parent 
involvement on advisory committees/groups, parent group membership). 
 
Board members also responded to an on-the-spot survey about what they perceive 
to be the most important communications goal and challenge on which the three 
districts should collaborate. The most common responses were, respectively, 
“communicating the value of our schools to taxpayers” and “lack of participation 
and apathy.” 
 
The Boards then broke into three groups, with representatives from each board in 
each group, to brainstorm ideas to address the number one goal and challenge. 
Results were shared with the entire boards, with members widely agreeing that 
their discussions had been productive and rich, and that they would like to see 
collaboration around communications issues. 

 
VI. Adjournment 
 
The next normally scheduled meeting of the Board of Education will be a Business 
meeting on Monday, January 23, at 7:30 p.m. in the Roosevelt LLC. As always, all are 
welcome and invited to attend. 


