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ROOSEVELT MIDDLE SCHOOL PUBLIC FORUM 
DRAWS CROSS SECTION OF COMMUNITY 

 
 

RIVER FOREST, IL -- More than 100 parents of District 90 students and community 

residents met in the Roosevelt Middle School Auditorium on October 28 to discuss 

proposed plans for renovating the school's exterior. 

 In opening the session, Board of Education President Patrick Meyer said, “It has 

been inspiring to see the community galvanized into action to discuss a school-related 

project.”  He added that “while the decision about whether to approve the proposed project 

must be made by the Board of Education, input from all affected stakeholders is extremely 

important because certain aspects of the proposed changes may have an impact on others 

in River Forest.”  

 Prior to the Forum, District 90 posted a Functional Needs Inventory for the project 

on its website,  which includes ensuring that "students must not cross vehicular traffic on 

the school site in order to enter and exit the school building," mitigating storm-water 

management issues, increasing the size of the student play area and providing more bike 

parking.  
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 Comments from the 33 speakers included those who support the current plan,  as 

well as those who believe it is unnecessary.  Reduced parking spaces in the school's North 

lot was a primary topic of discussion, as well as the plaza proposed for students to gather at 

a new 7th and 8th grade entrance, which would also serve as outdoor instructional space.  

There were suggestions to expand the original planning committee to include additional 

community representatives, and to consider the needs of senior citizens who use the 

library.   

 A number of speakers, including those who were opposed to elements of the plan, 

commended the Board of Education for involving the community in the planning process. 

 According to the strategic action plan established for the project, the next step 

involves reactivating the Roosevelt Exterior Committee (a sub-committee of the Board of 

Education) with expanded membership to reflect broader viewpoints about the proposed 

project.   The Committee will review the current version of the proposed plan and suggest 

refinements to the project.  It is anticipated that the modified project proposal will be 

presented for a vote at the December 13, 2013, Board of Education Meeting. "While we are 

not tied to any rigid timetable, we hope to approve a plan by year's end or early 2014," 

Meyer said. 
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