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May 5, 2015 
 
 
Dear District 90 Families, Faculty, and Staff, 
 
At the Monday, May 4 Special Board Meeting, the Board of Education elected not to approve a 
construction bid for the Roosevelt Exterior Project. Because no bids were accepted, Board members did 
not approve applying for a building permit for the project. The Board also refrained from filing a judicial 
appeal of the Village’s conditional approval of the Project.  
 
Moving forward, the Board has decided to allow the approved Planned Development application to lapse 
and proceed with other site improvements that do not require Village approval, such as the installation of 
an outdoor instructional/science area. The consensus of the Board was that it was preferable not to 
embark upon the Roosevelt Exterior Project than to implement the required terms of the recently 
approved Planned Development application.  
 
According to the Village of River Forest ordinance on Planned Developments, the approved Planned 
Development application becomes null and void if the District does not file an application for a building 
permit within nine months after the date of adoption of the zoning ordinance approving the development 
permit. This effectively allows the application to lapse in November 2015, and reverts the District to the 
terms of the previous Planned Development, originally instituted in 1997.   
 
In the coming weeks, the Board and the Administration will be weighing the remaining available options 
to improve student and pedestrian safety, minimize the impact of storm water issues, and improve the site 
for students in ways that are not restricted by the Planned Development ordinance. Additionally, the 
District will be reviewing the safest and most appropriate use of Roosevelt’s north parking lot before the 
start of the 2015-16 school year.   
 
The District had a strong desire to implement a project this summer that accomplishes the many 
worthwhile objectives for the proposed Roosevelt project. However, this is simply not possible due to the 
terms of the recently approved Planned Development application, which requires District 90 to 
involuntarily cede control of the north parking lot into perpetuity. Please be assured that the engineering 
and architectural designs that were created for this project will be retained, so that any elements of the 
original Board-approved plan that can still be implemented will be available for future use. However, the 
Board felt strongly that proceeding with a judicial appeal over the recently approved Planned 



Development application was neither a preferred expenditure of funds nor a reflection of the District’s 
philosophy, which places a high value on community partnership and collaboration whenever possible.  
 
The entire River Forest community’s involvement in this project and the preponderance of concern 
demonstrated for students underscores the priority placed on education and student safety throughout the 
Village. Thank you for your ongoing patience and understanding with this matter as the District continues 
to seek the best path forward in improving the safety, functionality, and appeal of the site for all users.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Ed Condon, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 


