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This document is intended to provide a summary of comments/feedback shared by participants 
from the River Forest school community at the Forum on the topic of kindergarten programming: 
 

• Social-emotional development is lacking in a part-day kindergarten program; this 
involves both managing emotions and allowing for adequate free time for children to 
form lasting beneficial relationships. 

• Financial costs are substantial when a supplemental program is needed – though many 
families may be able to afford that, it is not equitable to force families to encumber these 
costs. 

• Transitions between D90 kindergarten and supplemental activities/programs are difficult 
for children; they impact feelings of structure, routine, and a safe environment. 

• Students matriculate to first grade in D90 from various programs that may not have the 
same foundational curriculum or academic preparation. 

• This issue is essential to the community and needs substantial and thoughtful attention. 
• It is important to find the financing to implement a full-day kindergarten program. 
• When families find out that District 90 does not have a full-day kindergarten program, 

they frequently choose to live in other communities. 
• Though research clearly supports a full-day program, the addition of a full-day program is 

also necessary for equity-based reasons. A full-day program is doable for District 90. 
• There are concerns with the survey questions: the potential bias by not simply asking 

respondents if they would prefer a different program model and the need for a question 
about the expenses families incur for supplemental programming. Also, there is a need to 
investigate whether there are reasons for children excelling or experiencing challenges in 
early childhood learning. 

• Students in first grade at D90 who have attended private full-day programming are being 
exposed to instruction that they have received previously. The costs to families that 
supplement the half-day program are sizable and not equitable for all community 
members. 

• Is District 90 also looking at the experiences other school districts are having in 
considering how to implement a new program? Might that information offer value? 

• What messages are we sending about not perpetuating inequities across the 
community? 



• What messages are we sending parents about their involvement in their students’ 
education? Both these questions deserve attention and consideration. 

• Families are forced to decide how to balance the challenges of cost vs. sacrifice. Full-day 
kindergarten programming allows a broader range of individuals to come into the 
community successfully. 

• The current kindergarten teacher is outstanding. The education that River Forest has 
been providing over time has been excellent. Our main area of focus in our small town is 
education, and it is critical that we consider programming carefully. We cannot afford to 
avoid doing right by the needs of our children. 
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