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District 90 Board Modifies 
Roosevelt Exterior Project Plan 

 

River Forest, IL --  At its March 17 regular meeting, the River Forest District 90 Board of 

Education voted to modify its application to the Village of River Forest's Development 

Review Board (DRB) by tabling the north parking lot component of the Roosevelt Middle 

School exterior renovation plan it approved in December 2013. 

 The Board voted to alter its Planned Development application by forgoing the 

renovation of the north parking lot for the time being.  "This will allow more time for us to 

work with Village officials and institutional neighbors of the school to find solutions that 

will meet the needs of the school as well as the community while moving ahead with other 

important improvements," noted Board of Education President Patrick Meyer in a 

statement to the Board.  

 The focus of the Board's discussion centered on concerns that the overall plan might 

not be approved by the DRB until further discussion takes place to reach a community-

based decision about the best use of the north parking lot and parking in the school 

vicinity.  "There has been a strong favorable consensus about all other elements of the 

Roosevelt exterior plan," Meyer said, adding,  "Amending our filing to the Development 

Review Board will improve the likelihood that the remaining elements will be approved 

and we will be able to move forward with the majority of the improvements as planned this 

summer."  
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 Meyer and Village President Cathy Adduci, who also spoke at the meeting, assured 

the Board that they would immediately bring the necessary leaders together in an effort to 

collaboratively resolve the parking situation as quickly as possible. "If we can get decisions 

made quickly, we may still be able to complete the entire project by the end of summer, or 

soon thereafter," Meyer said.  

 The Board's action was taken when concerns from community members about 

zoning  and the availability of parking for the school, the River Forest Public Library, and 

the public park adjacent to the school, raised the possibility that the DRB might not 

approve the overall plan until a broader concensus on parking is reached.  While the 

planned changes in the school's north parking lot are intended to improve storm-water 

management issues in the lot, provide sidewalks for students to safetly circumnavigate the 

lot, and create space for vehicles to safely turn around to exit the lot, the plan would also 

reduce the number of parking spaces.  

 ”Tabling this element of the project in order to  allow elected leaders of the Village 

time to explore other alternatives will help to ensure the best possible solution to the 

parking issues that require resolution,” noted Dr. Edward J. Condon, District 90 

Superintendent.   

 The amended plan will be presented to the Village Development Review Board at its 

April 3 meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the Roosevelt Middle School auditorium. 
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