
Reduce Reuse Recycle Rethink & Rot …    

Compost Program 

Students and staff at are going to the next level of green…. Rot!   

What is compost? 

Compost is the result of a natural process in which microorganisms break down 
organic material (anything that was once living, such as leaves, grass, food wastes, 
paper, etc.) into a dark, crumbly soil amendment.   

Using compost in gardens or landscaping improves the soil structure and plant 
growth by replenishing organic nutrients that are depleted as plants grow.  This 
reduces soil erosion, water runoff and discourages plant disease.   

Why?  

Taking care of our planet and our resources is at the heart of so much of what our 
kids hear and learn about each day.  School staff and students have been leading 
the District 90 recycling and greening efforts for many years.  Composting is the 
next step, as it offers so many educational opportunities for hands on science, 
environmental stewardship and even healthy eating demonstrations.   

How? 

Organic material will be collected during the lunch hour.  We do not expect 
composting to cause any additional workload or time constraints on the 
already efficient lunchtime clean-up.   In the lunchroom, removable buckets 
will be attached to the garbage cans.   If a student chooses, s/he can place 
banana peels, apple cores and other leftover organic material into the 
compost buckets.  (No meat or dairy products are allowed in the composter.)  
After the lunch hour, the buckets will be dumped into the Compost Tumbler, 
just as the lunchroom recycling is now placed in the recycling bins outside of 
the gym.   

Please note that this is not mandatory.   Some kids will still dump everything 
in the garbage.  Others will want to divide up waste into the separate bins for 
recycling, compost and trash, similar to current lunchroom recycling 
practices. 

   



Who? 

Who else can compost?  Any staff that would like to collect organic material 
from their classrooms (snack food wastes, paper towels, etc.) can add to the 
school compost tumbler.  Additional compost collection totes requested, will 
be provided for you (although emptying the contents will a classroom 
responsibility). If you are interested, the PTO Environmental Committee is 
available to come to your classroom to discuss/demonstrate composting (and 
recycling).   

Compost Procedures 

 Organic material will begin being collected during the lunch hour.  We do not 
 expect the composting to cause any additional workload or time  constraints on 
 the already efficient lunchtime clean up.  Students decide what organic 
 materials from their lunch waste could be added to the compost.   

 Trash will go in the trashcan and recyclables in the blue recycling bins. 

 Procedure: Attach removable buckets to the wheeled garbage cans. 

 During clean-up students may place the following items in the compost pails: 

 

  

  

After the lunch hour, the compost pails will be dumped into the Compost 
Tumbler. Please note that this is not mandatory.   Some kids  will still dump 
everything in the garbage.  Others will want to divide up waste into the 
separate bins for recycling, compost and trash, similar to current lunchroom 
recycling practices.  

 

Yes No 
fruit Dairy (Milk, yogurt, cheese) 

vegetables Meat 
bread, crackers, chips Plastic or other recyclables 
used paper napkins  

coffee grinds  
leaves & yard waste  


