
River Forest Police Department 
ISEARCH Safety Education Program 
 
4th Grade Classroom Presentation on Street Safety 
 
Recently, a police officer and instructors from the ISEARCH Safety Program of 
the River Forest Police Department met with your child for a class on safety. 
We taught about emergencies, how to call for help, how to be safe around other 
people, how to be safe with strangers, and how to protect themselves and their 
bicycles. 
 
We explained that an emergency is a time when they are scared or lost or in 
danger, or if they or someone else is hurt or injured. 
We advised that the best ways to get help in emergencies are: 
 1. Call 911. 
 2. Use the emergency hand signal if they see a police officer. 
 3. Go to a busy place and find an adult who can help them. 
 
We practiced safe solutions to the following safety problems and offered the 
following advice: 
Safety with strangers 
 1.  Say no to strangers who ask for help or ask them to come near or get 
into a car with them. 
 2.  Keep their distance from people they don’t know. 
 3.  Tell parents, a teacher, or a police officer about anyone who bothers 
them, follows them or scares them. 
Safety with approaches and safety with touching 
 1.  Say no to people who approach them and make them feel 
uncomfortable, scare them, or try to hurt them. 
 2.  Tell parents, a teacher, or a police officer about anyone who bothers 
them or makes them feel uncomfortable.    
Safety with a bicycle 
 1. Lock a bike to prevent it from being stolen. 
 2. Don’t let anyone they don’t know “try” their bike. 
 3. If someone or a group tries to rob them, get away if they can, but if they 
can’t get away, we encouraged your child to give up the bike to avoid injury, get 
away, and then call for help. 
 

Questions:  please call or write: 
Officer Glen Czernik, Crime Prevention Office 

       River Forest Police  Department,    
708.366.8500 or    gczernik@vrf.us 

   Linda Conway, Director, ISEARCH Safety Programs 
  708.366.8500 or    conwayisearch@gmail.com 
 
ISEARCH is a personal safety curriculum for students in grades K – 8, supported by the Police 
Department of River Forest and River Forest Township Youth Services 
 


