
District 90 Spotlight on Assessment 
 

Student assessments include a variety of formal and informal measurements that are used in 
multiple ways to allow teachers to best understand what a child knows and is able to do. 
Determining the “just right balance” of student assessment is a complex issue that is at the 
forefront of delivering an excellent education to children in District 90. Teachers assess what 
children know and are able to do in order to reflect and plan appropriately for meaningful and 
effective instruction. This careful balance of instruction and effective use of assessments is part 
of the critical decision making that educators are involved with every day. 

 
Today’s society is filled with many examples of assessments for accountability. We live in a data 
driven, data informed society. School districts must also make well informed, valid and reliable, 
bias-free decisions based on student learning realities. Teachers and administrators interpret 
student data to make decisions that range from a minor adjustment in instruction to 
determinations that involve significant changes in a child’s schedule or curriculum. Differing 
levels of assessment inform us about our curriculum, our classroom practices, and most 
importantly, student success. 

 
School districts also adhere to the requirements of the State of Illinois. For example, students in 
grades 3 through 8 now participate in a multi-state assessment known as PARCC (Partnership 
Assessment for Readiness for College and Careers). The PARCC assessment represents a shift 
in how we assess students based on a more interactive, technology based platform that allows 
for universal design for assessment, which includes shifts in format and delivery of the overall 
assessment based on an understanding of the unique needs of students. 

 
Our commitment to a balanced approach to assessment is one part of District 90’s commitment 
to ensuring educational excellence for every child in District 90. Professional conversations 
include our ongoing commitment to a balanced approach to assessment that meets state 
requirements, informs the quality of our instruction, and most importantly informs our practices 
to teach our children well. 

 
Your child’s teacher is your best resource for understanding your child’s learning needs and 
successes. For more information about the specific formal assessments in District 90, please 
see the assessment page on the District 90 website or contact Martha Ryan-Toye, Director of 
Student Services. 

http://www.district90.org/curriculum/assessment.cfm

