
 
 
 

2016 ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND INITIATIVES 
River Forest District 90 

 
(*Asterisk denotes items that appear in more than one category) 

 
Academic/Instructional 
District 90 aspires to be a child-centered school district that provides every student with the 
development of critical thinking skills and equitable learning opportunities to achieve at their highest 
potential. Over the course of the last year, we furthered our efforts to reach that goal through the 
following initiatives: 
 

• Initial implementation of the Ages and Stages Questionnaire, Social-Emotional (ASQ-SE) for 
rising Kindergarten students 

• Continued transition to the new Illinois Learning Standards (previously known as “Common 
Core”) in Math and English/Language Arts (ELA) 

• Successful PARCC testing with results indicating student achievement at continued high 
levels  

• Adoption of new K-8 writing curriculum, at the recommendation of K-8 Writing Committee 
• Adoption of IQWST science curriculum resources for Grades 6-8 
• Successful transition from Response-to-Intervention (RtI) to Multi-Tiered Systems of Support 

(MTSS), the District 90 academic intervention framework 
• Ongoing implementation of iPad initiative with second-generation iPads transitioned to 

students in grades 3 and 4* 
• Continued sponsorship and support of the West Suburban Consortium for Academic 

Excellence (WSCAE) Student Art Expo  
• Successful launch of the District 90 Blended Preschool program 
• Establishment of “CHAMPS” classroom management framework teams in each school 
• Continued partnership with University of Illinois - Chicago Learning Services for professional 

development in math for K-8 teachers* 
• Participation in tri-district (D97 and D200) math collaboration and curriculum articulation 

efforts  
• Adoption of new Geometry curriculum resources for accelerated programming, ensuring 

alignment with OPRFHS math curriculum progression 
• Formation and launch of District 90 K-8 Math Leadership Team, focused on reviewing and 

identifying new instructional math resources for use in the 2017-18 school year 



• Expansion of Illinois Math and Science Academy (IMSA) STEM Fusion after-school 
programming 

• Continued implementation of Second Step social-emotional learning curriculum 
 
Board and Administration Initiatives 
District 90 strives to operate in an effective and efficient manner, while maintaining fiscal integrity and 
serving as a responsible steward of taxpayer resources. This charge represents a primary goal of the 
Board of Education and District administrators. Working collaboratively to build upon our foundation of 
academic excellence, the District has furthered its progress toward this objective through the following 
efforts and initiatives: 
 

• Identified and recruited an outstanding Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
• Continued to collaborate on school climate issues in partnership with the River Forest 

Education Association (RFEA) 
• Continued ongoing pursuit of Board of Education Equity Committee objectives 
• Established partnership with the National Equity Project (NEP) to further District efforts 

toward equity and inclusivity 
• Provided ongoing support for the District 90 Inclusivity Advisory Board (IAB) and their 

attending initiatives/objectives 
• Instituted regular Illinois Association of School Boards (IASB) Board Governance Training 
• Initiated implementation of District 90 5-Year Strategic Planning initiative 
• Adopted/revised over 60 District 90 Board of Education policies 
• Coordinated annual school safety review in tandem with River Forest Police and Fire 

Departments 
• Appointed and inducted a new member of the Board of Education 
• Received Certificate of Excellence from the in Financial Reporting from the Association of 

School Business Officials International (ASBO) for 23rd year 
• Revised, developed and implemented several District policies for the protection of family 

privacy rights and student data 
 
Community Outreach 
District 90 understands that it is a partner to both our families and the larger community. Consequently, 
we endeavor to foster engagement with all stakeholder groups and have done so through the following 
efforts and initiatives: 
 

• Adopted and implemented District 90 online student directory* 
• Reviewed and revised the District 90 Resident Friendly Financial Reporting document 
• Reviewed and updated the current District 90 Communications Plan 
• Initiated a new quarterly employee newsletter: D90 Employee Connections 
• Reimagined the former District 90 Community Postcard as the new District 90 Community 

Information Brochure, with updated format and delivery schedule 
• Established a formal emergency school closing procedure, in concert with OPRFHS (D200) 

and Oak Park District 97. 



 Implemented communications initiatives for the D90 Strategic Plan, Lincoln’s Blue Ribbon 
Award, the Inclusiveness Advisory Board, the D90 Equity Committee, the  Roosevelt 
Exterior Project, the updated PARCC assessment, the D90 climate perception survey, and 
other District events and initiatives  

 
Facilities 
A growing body of research links high-quality school facilities with increased student academic 
achievement and improved social-emotional development. District 90 demonstrated ongoing evidence 
of their commitment to provide appropriate school facilities through the following efforts and initiatives: 
 

• Completion of Roosevelt Exterior Project 
• Completion of final Lincoln School addition elements 
• Completion of District 90 long-range facility plan 
• Ongoing upkeep, repairs, enhancement of District 90’s facilities and environment 

 
Professional Development 
Ensuring that our students are challenged to excellence requires a knowledgeable team of educators. 
District 90 is very fortunate to have highly experienced faculty, staff, and administrators with a great 
deal of expertise. However, it is critical that we continue to support our educators with ongoing and 
relevant professional development to continue embedding 21st Century learning throughout our 
classrooms and schools. We have continued to pursue that goal through the following efforts and 
initiatives: 
 

• Created new opportunities for faculty attendance at conferences and workshops 
• Fully implemented the updated District 90 Educator Appraisal System 
• Utilized findings from the BrightBytes Technology Survey to implement new approaches to 

technology instruction* 
• Provided administrative professional development in an innovative framework for teaching 

and learning known as Universal Design for Learning (UDL) 
• Maintained professional development partnership with Dominican University to offer 

graduate-level instructional technology courses for faculty members  
• Further established collaborative planning opportunities for faculty and staff and shared 

responsibility for student learning* 
• Conducted staff, Board of Education, and community development sessions with National 

Equity Project and Anti-Defamation League pertaining to equity, inclusivity, stereotype 
threat, and implicit bias* 

 
Technology 
District 90 is committed to the ongoing implementation of technology as a tool for 21st Century learning 
and community engagement. We continue to endeavor toward that goal through the following efforts 
and initiatives: 
 

• Adopted and implemented District 90 online student directory* 
• Continued ongoing implementation of iPad initiative in grades 3-8, to varied degrees* 



• Developed and distributed the District 90 Instructional Technology/Student Data Privacy 
Resource Guide, with accompanying processes and procedures to protect electronic data 
and safeguard student privacy  

• Utilized findings from the BrightBytes Technology Survey to implement new approaches to 
technology instruction* 

• Envisioned District 90 “Vision for Technology” and accompanying plan  
 

University Partnerships/Collaborations 
District 90 is fortunate to be located near several major universities, which enables us to leverage 
current research, academic support, and the most up-to-date information on student learning and child 
development. We have gained a great deal through: 
  

• Partnership with the University of Illinois at Chicago in math instruction and programming, 
grades K-8 

• Partnership with the Teachers’ College Reading and Writing Project at Columbia University 
(New York), grades K-8 

• Development of Dominican University/D90 Instructional Technology course for classroom 
teachers 
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